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COUNTY EXPANDS LIFE-SAVING PROGRAM

Donation Received for Additional Defibrillators in Public Buildings

MONROE

Monroe County Executive Jack Doyle today announced the acceptance of a
$9,000 donation from the Townson Foundation to expand the county’s
comprehensive, life-saving program which provides Automated External
Defibrillators (AEDSs) in public buildings to aid victims of cardiac arrest.

"Sudden Cardiac Arrest remains a major cause of death in the United States,"
said Doyle. "Early electrical defibrillation has been sited the best therapy to save
these lives and reduce the risk of long-term damage.”

In 1998, the county began a life-saving program which provided AEDs in
publicly owned buildings and free training for potential users coordinated with the
County’s Emergency Medical Dispatch program. Under this program, operators at
the County’s 911 Center know the location of each machine in the community and
are able to talk people through their use.

Electrical Defibrillation is a time-sensitive procedure that should be applied to
the patient in no more than eight minutes and ideally less than four minutes after
the onset of cardiac arrest. It is estimated that more than 95% of cardiac arrest
patients die because this life saving therapy arrives too late, if at all.

Advanced technology has developed the compact, reliable and affordable
AEDs used in the county’s life-saving program. Voice prompts in the machines lead
operators through necessary steps and if any non-shockable rhythm is obtained,
the machine will not allow a shock to be delivered. Therefore, these machines
require minimal training for their use with no knowledge of ECG interpretation
necessary.

AEDs also feature advanced data management, digital audio recording and
various battery options. Flexible data retrieval, transfer and data management
capabilities ensure life-saving patient data arrives with the patient to intensive care.
Strong Memorial Hospital will oversee quality assurance.

“There is a community responsibility to safeguard our residents particularly in
facilities where large congregations of people meet,” said Doyle. “ We hope others
will continue to support this endeavor and recognize the impact that can be made
on our residents if defibrillators were at our disposal in the time of crisis.”
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Contributions from Blue Cross and Blue Shield and the Townson Foundation
covered start-up costs for the life-saving program and the initial purchase of 13
machines which were placed in public buildings throughout the county such as the
County Office Building, CityPlace, Westfall Road County Building, County Public
Safety Building, County Jail, Frontier Field and Convention Center. In 1999, the
Townson Foundation donated additional funds for the purchase of seven more AEDS
and this year’s donation will enable the purchase of three machines.
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